Mr Norman Webb, The Champion of the Bricks
Webb’s Archive — Digitised Files

The significance of the soldiers’ inscriptions was first realised by local resident Mr Norman G Webb, a
lithographic corrector working for the Government, who passed by on his way to work every day. In May
1973, arow of terraced houses further up Western Esplanade, on the opposite side to the Wall, were marked
for demolition. Mr Webb wrote to the City of Southampton Museums Service and highlighted the historical
importance of the bricks. At the same time, he wrote to American newspapers in an attempt to trace the
men or their relatives. It is not certain how many names Mr Webb identified, but his file contains a list of
addresses for thirteen men that he wrote to. Five of the men replied back — Misters Moore, Breech, Wells,
Groth and Harvey. By July he had secured agreement with the City Council that the best-carved bricks would
be preserved. By September 1973, the site had been cleared and was being dug by archaeological students.
Construction of the new residential development did not begin until January 1981.

Left — Forest View, opposite the wall, which remains relatively unchanged today. Right — These houses were demolished and replaced
by flats. The arrow marks the position of the bricks recorded by Mr Webb.
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The house bricks in situ. Photography by Cyril Foster.

Three American newspapers took up the individual stories of Wells, Harvey and Groth. When interviewed
they were asked what they remembered about carving their inscriptions:

Wells laughingly admits scratching his name and Cleveland Miss in walls and bricks all over England, France
and Germany during his service as a line sergeant during the war. “We did that for (soldiers) coming behind
us. A lot of times when we would be behind (other outfits) we would see the same thing — names and
towns inscribed in the wall” (The Bolivar Commercial).

. Left — Photograph of Walter Wells, 1945, and his brick.
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“While waiting for the ship to leave a group of young soldiers passed their
time away by sightseeing around the city. One of these young soldiers was
Wayne Harvey. On one of these walks some of the soldiers got the idea of
writing their names and addresses in the crumbly old bricks of one of the
houses” (Ravenna News July 19t 1973).

Above: Wayne Harvey, California. 11th Armoured Division,
and his inscribed brick.

Groth told the Times Democrat reporter “This is really unbelievable that
someone would find my name there after all these years”. Above:
Wayne Harvey, California. 11th Armoured Division, and his inscribed
brick.

Ralph LeRoy Groth 1915-2013 Davenport lowa. 88th Engineers Heavy Pontoon Battalion
3rd Army, and his inscribed brick.

Sadly, the whereabouts of Wells, Harvey and Groth’s bricks is currently unknownpsijwal. Of the thirteen
men named in Mr Webbs files, six of their bricks were saved: Breech, Christensn, Draper, Helmling, Moore
and Greenwald. The latter is in the care of Southampton Museums and the rest were built into the small
wall behind the main section. The stories of these men can be found in this viewer. ﬂ[Jss]
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Cliff Moore sent Mr Webb a roster of veterans belonging to his unit, the 799" Ordnance Company, dated
1971. On the roster were five other names found on the houses: John Helmling (Ohio), Daw Draper
(Tennessee), Jules Dransert, Frank Sabo and Robert Breech (all Pennsylvania). Several of these bricks are
dated 4 November 1944; this ties in with records of the 99™ Infantry Division sailing from Southampton. Mr
Moore and his wife continued to correspond with Mr and Mrs Webb up to and after Mr Webb’s death in
April 1982.

Mr Webb’s files are kept in the Southampton City Heritage Services archive, were digitised as part of this
project, and are illustrated below grouped by soldiers and subject. Street names and zip/postal codes have
been redacted to preserve privacy. In cases where replies to letters might have been expected, none were
discovered within the archive. The archive mentions in several letters about pictures/photographs/slides but
only those found in the archive are included below.
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and the City of Southampton Museums Service

CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON

Museums Department
P. S. PEBERDY, FMA, Curator

Tower House, Town Quas;. Southampton SO1 1LX Tel 20007

. MY REF PSP/BLS YOUR REF
N. G. Webb, Esq.,

Totton,
SOUTHAMPTON, 21st May, 1973.

Dear Mr. Webb,

I am most obliged for your kind letter hotifying me of the
inscriptions made in the bricks of houses fronting the Western Esplanade
by American troops during the Second World War. I did not know of this;
neither did any of my staff, and I thank you for bringing it to my
attention. We shall certainly take facsimiles of the inscriptions
recorded and secure some of the possibly more interesting bricks when
the houses are in process of demolition.

Again many thanks for your kind interest and most useful

. suggestions.
Yours sincerely,
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Your ref:- PSB/BLS. i
Totton,
Southampton,
S04 4DX.

P, S. Peberdy Esq., FMA.,
Curator,

Museums Dept.,
Southampton.

Dear Mr. Peberdy,

Furtiher to our earlier correspondence
concerning inscribed bricks in houses in VWestern Esplans
ade; you may be intercsted to know that I continue to
receive letters from the U.S. some from newspapers, and
some from the men themselves. Two newspapers are to
feature the bricks in articles, and the letters from the
men express great pleasure and "honour" that 'theirtbrick
may be put into a museum!

Some of the letters are quite touching especially
one from a lady who did the writing despite the fact
that her husband is alive and well.

One correspondent has sent me a list of known
survivors of the 799th Ordinance Corps who meet every
year to exchange reminicences. 3Six of the nanes on the

. bricks appear on this list.

y initial enquiries, (from which I did not expect
such a response). have now landed me with quite a lot
of writing, photography, and expenseé; but never mind
it seems to have given considerable pleasure in the U.S.!

Yours sincerely,
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CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON

Museums Department
P.S. PEBERDY, FMA, Curator

Tower House, Town Quay, Southampton SO1 1LX Tel 20007

. MY REF PSP/BLS YOUR REF

N. G. Webb, Esq.,

Totton,
SOUTHAMPTON. S04 4DX. 22nd June, 1973.

Dear Mr. Webb,

Thank you for your letter concerning the inscribed bricks.
It must be most gratifying to receive such a response to your
original discovery. I have passed on your letter to the City Museums'
Keeper of Archaeology, Mr. R. G. Thomson, who will be keeping a
"watching brief" on the bricks to ensure their recovery during the
period of demolition.

Again thanking you,

Yours sincerely,
& St Ly
s e S
/W

Curator.
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Resumé of Mr Webb’s Summary Correspondence

Schedule summarising Mr Webb’s correspondence with America, undated but post late July 1973
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First Wrote

Subject

First reply

20.05.73 *

R.D. Breech
Catawissa
Penina.

11.06.73

J.H. Christensn
Alden
Minn

25.05.73 t

J.J. Dransart
Jennette
PA. 11.4.44

20.05.73 *

Dow Draper
Haydenburg
Tenn.

20.05.73 *

Ralph L. Groth
Davenport
lowa

30.05.73

21.05.73 *

Wayne Harvey
Van Nuys
Calif

15.06.73

21.05.73 *

John Helming
Elviria
Ohio 11.4.44

25.05.73 t

J.W. Metz
SO. Bend
Indiana 11.4.44

4.06.73
Drew Blank

25.05.73 t

F. Sabo
Webster
PA 11.4.44

26.05.73 t

W.L. Wells
Cleveland
Miss. 1944

11.06.73

21.05.73 *

C.J. Moore
Bruce
Wisconsin

1.06.73

John S. Luddy,
Hatboro,
Penna,

Nov 4t 1944

22.07.73

Sidney Greenwald -

Bronx
New York

Since writing have heard from Peberdy.
Was able to say bricks would be preserved.
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The following list was received by Mr Webb from Clifford Moore,
who enclosed it in his letter dated 11 June 1973 to Mr Webb.

)

%MWWM&W 27/

NAMES & KNOWN ADDRESSES OF VETERANS OF 799th ORDINANCE COMPANY

Carol O. Anderson,.
Chester Andrews,
Max Baldishwiler,
Anthony Barcelona,
Joseph M: Barg, . .
Robert M. Barnwell,
Ted Bilesterveld,
Herman Benischek,
Frank Boucher,
Chas. F. Bradford,
11. Robert D. Breech,
Donald Brownell,
13. Robert Bushman,
. Louie Caller,
- Dominic Calvaruso;-
| 445 0. Edwin E. Carol,
.1 . Wendell Carr,
Cecil Clemons,

WO~ WP -

19. Iral Cook, Cumberland, Wisconsin

. Robert D, Collins,
21. George W. Cox,

. Frank Cukale, .
23. Leo L. Currin,

24. Wilbur Danielsen,
. Will H. Darrah,
George Davis,

Frédonia, Kansas

‘Brainard, Minnesota
B Cicero, Illino:.q -
Okmulgee, Oklahoma :
. Chalmette, Ia.
. JElkins Park
s, [Lincoln Park, Mich.
Menominie, Wisconsin
Oxford Junction, Towa
‘Sault St. Marie, Michigan
_ Lima, Ohio 3
Catawigsa, Pa. A
, Portland, Oregon
Elmhurst, IlllhOlS
Pinedale, Wyoming
Ak rorn; Ol ot st
Natchez, Missisgsippi :
Massena, New York

Pa.

. Falls Creek, Pa.
5 Indianapolis, Indiana
Fort Worth, Texas
..s Dayton Plains,’ Michlgan
" Lancaster, Pa. "
__Burlington, North Carolina

Loﬁg Beach, California

27. Wallace C. Dawson,
28. Robert H. Dewey, ,. Lansdowne, Pa
29. James Dole, Chetek, Wisconsin
30. Charles P. Dorian, , Hilliard, Ohio
- 31. Eugene Doud, Black River Falls, Wisconsin -
32. Jules Dranﬁert Jeanette, Pa. L”’"'(
33. Daw Drayper, . Haydenburg, Tennessee
34. Paul Ecton, San Jose, California
35. Walter Emigh, Emporia,-Pa. i
636“ Roger K. Erickson,  Superior, Wisconsin
37. Harry Evans, p: Biloxie Mississippi

38+-Isaac~Evans,
9. Eugene Freyer,
0. Joseph Fullen,

b1, Joseph Ging, .
4o, Albert L. Gojmerac,
43, Arthur Graham,

. 4, Lester Graynolds, .
L5. Robert H. Haegerty,
46, Henry M. Hardebeck,
7. Edward J. Harkey, |
48. Lawson D. Hedrick,
49. John Helmling,

50. Nick Helt,

. Earl R, Hickman,

. Sylvester Hochulski,
53. Floyd W. Hoeg,

54, Dowell Howard,

" Robert B. Howard Jr.,
56. Richard E. Hutchings,
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“Takewood;  Iltinois="

Lakewood, Lima, Ohio

Cleveland. Ohio

Rib Lake, Wisconsin
Harmony, Pa.
Bristol, West Virginia
"7 Monett, Missouri
" Kalamazoo, Michigan
North Carolina
Ottawa, Illinois
Elyria, Ohio t—e—"
Oneida, New York
North Little Rock, Arkansas
, Buffalo, New York
Waeterloo, Iowa
, Cincinnati, Ohio
Newark, Delaware

Oak Park, Jllinoi

. Knoxville, Tennessee

Columbus, Ohio

?
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. Albin L. Jackomin,

5T

58. Claude D. Jennings,

59. Thomas C. Johnson, '

60. Marshall R. Jones,

61l. William T. Jones, '

62. Tom Kimball,

63. Paul H. Klatt,

6l . Raymond G. Knudsen,

55. Joe J. Kohl,

66. Leo Koppes, Onslo
67. Henry J. Kotnik,

68. Willard Liedtke, Benedict
69. Frank H. Liscauskis,

70. Larry Lubben,

71. Robert McDonald,

L2 . James-L., McIntoshs

: Bertrum S. Shelvik,
Jack E. Simmons,

96. James V. Smith,
~ O7. William R. Southerland Jr.
‘96, Charles H. Stein,
~99. Gwyn J. Stimson,
. 100. Andrew Swayne,
101. James A. Tanner,
1102, Terry W. Taylor,
103. Thomas J. Trippe,
104, Herman Viegen.
105, Joseph J. Weglarz,
106. Robert A. Wickesser,
107. John H. Zachara,.

Euelid, Ohio

New Orleans, Louisiana
Columbus, Ohio ;
Attica, Indiana
Waterloo, Towa
Black River Fallg, Wisconsin

Waterport, New York
St. Paul, Minnesota
HollyWOFd Florida
w, Towa
Cleveland, Ohio
» Nebraska
Guyaux, Pa:
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Rochester, New York
-Calhoun;-Louisiana
Dallas, Texas
N. Delaware Place, Tulna, Oklahoma
Janesville, Wisconsin
. Odessa, Texas '
Bruce, Wisconsin ¢&——

Berlin, Conn.
Granite City, Illinois
"~ Sheboygan, Uisconsin
Chicago, Illinois
., Chicago, Tllinois
Trenton, Miscsouri
Los Angeles, California

Glencoe, Minnesota
b Illlnois
Alliance, Ohio .
Los Angeles, California
Elizabeth Pa. t—o-o—
Goldsboro, North Garolina
A Madison, Wisconsin
Costa Mesa California

" T73. Nevelle E. McKinney,
‘e T4, Earl D, Markwell Jr.
.75. Frank T. Marshall,
76. Jimmie Minyard,
T7.- Cliff J. Moore, .
76. Clifford N. Nelson, Toronto, South Dakota
“79. John W. Nielsgon,
- 80. George 0. Nixdorf,
81. Reuben Oehldrich,
- 82. Elmer H. Olson,
. 83. John E. Pajkos,
- 84, Charles G. Ralston,
85. Frank Reddington, _
86. Rodolphus W. Reeves,
87. Dave Revier,
88. C. Dean Roley. Stewardson
89. Robert X. Roup,
-.90. Ernest N. Saad,
91. Frank Sabo,
92. Isaac T. Seymour,

Fltzgerald Gebrgla

-Yardley;—Pa-«
Fenton, Missouri :
Henderson, North Carolina
Shelbyville, Indiana
" Lenoir, North Carolina
DuQuoin, Illinols
Baltimore, Maryland
_Clinton, Illinois
Gulport, Mississippi
Minnesota :
_Chicago, Illinois:
_ Minneapolis, Minnesota
‘Kenmore. New York .
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and Mr Ralph Groth including The Times Democrat.

Schedule by Webb of h|s correspondence concernmg Ralph Groth

LALPH L. GroTH,
DAVENPORT .
T oA .

20.5. 73| Whole %o '— "7 fe local Nws/cwfwv,” .é@o%o«é; Lo
30.5.75. % 7&- L7 e i ﬁw.‘

Q"W‘&“”ﬁq?v{@udm,(.ﬂsw el @.&C/AL,&L:

WMAYM MAM(%XWM
2.7 7-3 (%&M—&KW?JQ&MW\/M aa‘%fu»ﬂ," e &

A ennozay M/f %
| am S {aw

MWW@M

. s wiid I’\/Mfz Ms_w.uw«—\é P CC@WM@

OATE

7. 6. 73

Schedule by Webb of his correspondence concerning Groth

Ralph L. Groth,

Date Davenport

lowa

20.05.73 Worote to: - “The Local Newspaper”, Davenport, lowa.

30.05.73 Reply from “The Times Democrat”

Replied sending more details as requested.; also, took pictures of brick and houses
with “Old Walls”. Include copy of Peberdy’s letter

7.06.73 Sent pictures of brick and house (copy of letter filed)

Received envelope post marked June 28" from “Times Democrat”, cut open and
empty. Returned envelope to postman for investigation. Cabled “Times
Democrat” advising them of this.

Received further letter 2" post.

9.07.73 Wrote answering above (copy filed under)

30.05.73

9.07.73
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T [imes-

DEMOCRAT.

Morning Evening Sunday ... for the Quad-City area of 364,000

|

P.O. Box 3828 — (319) 383-2200
Davenport, Iowa 52808

May 25, 1973
MP Ny GO DD oo e e e e

Totton,
Southampton, Hants,
England:

Dear Mr. Webb:

Your letter arrived at my desk today concerning the
brick bearing the name of Ralph L., Groth, (I was
amazed at the speed at which it arrived, inasmuch
as 1t was written just a few days ago).

I am fascinated by the brick, and its story. Yes,
there is a Ralph L. Groth residing in Davenport,
according to our city directory, and I am trying to
contact him as of this moment.

Meanwhile, I would like to take you up on your

offer of a photograph, Could you take a closeup

of the brick, bearing Mr, Groth's name? = Also, could

you shoot an overall of the bullding in which it is
... located? P il I G o el

T would also appreciate any more data, details, ete,
which you might be able to provide on the building,
and whether or not it is going to be wrecked,

A1l of this sounds like it will make an excellent
feature story for our newspaper,

Many thanks,

s

Wm, Wundram,
associate editor,
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June Tth, 1973. .
Totton,
Southampton,
Hants,
England.

Dear Mr. %ﬁdram,

Further to my letter of May 30th which gave more
details about Southampton and the house upon which MNr. Groth carved

his name, please find enclosed two trmnsparencies showing the brick
‘ and the house in question. ;

I hope that the picture of the brick will have
sufficient contrast to enable your photographic department to make
a good enough mono print for the blek makers to make a printable
stereo. ;

If you will look at the right hand side of the
picture showing the house between the two ground floor windows
and, just below the main cross glazing‘bar is the brick upon which
Ralph L, Groth's name appears. ( you might like to print an arrow
to indicate same).

Hope you have indeed tracked down the correct

Ralph L.Groth?

Yours sincerely,‘

‘ e /A\A4¢o&5::64k.
® b e

N. G. Webb.
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for the Quad-Ccty area of 364 000‘*’;' i

. P.0.Box 3828 — (319) 3832200 '
Davenport, lowa 52808

 Morning Evening Sunday

77 [imes- |

DEMOCRAT |

!!I!IIIllmm i
| LLLLTTTTE, 1
d R

July 2, 1973.

. Mr. N. G. Webb,

e '.‘Totton,:
Sl r,.fﬁ.=~“.Southampi:D.n
S : Hants, England

‘Dear Mr. Webb:

Thank you so much for sendlng us the transparencres

‘of illustrious br1ck conta1n1ng the name of Mr.:Ralph .

. L, Groth of Davenport‘ Your help in puttlng thlS story
'°,together 1s very much appre01ated : : :

. The story appeared as a full page feature in: one
‘;,of our recent editions. I am sendlng you several coples
ﬁ&by spe01a1 dellvery We w111 also be sendlng you a
Jsmall gift of apprec1at10n for your efforts.. e

t Thank you agaln S0 very much Should you ever be d

53*1n our part of the world please stop for a v151t and
;1have some good Iowa corn on the cob some homemade vanilla
r1ce cream, and some good old fash1oned Iowa pork chops.a,jktf

b kb
|2 T i

Agaln our'

B 1111am Wundram -
"i];Ass001ate Edltor ea
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July 9th, 1973.
G Totton,‘

: Southampton,

Hants, v

England.,

Mr, %, Wondram,
Asgociate Editor,
"The Times Democrat,”
Davenport,

- Towa,

. Dear &ﬁr,‘ wuandran,

:  Very pleasad %0 have your letter of July gpd.
but before answering it I must give you my end of a rather :
mvs»erlous geries of events regarding your letierst

Today, there came by firzt post an envelope from yourself
postmarked June 28th which had been returned to you for extra
postage due. This was paid and the envelope posted on the same
day, June 28th, It was delivered here deliberately opened

with a sharp knife and was empty. I advised the Post Office

at once and they are investlgatlng. Sent you a cable to let
you know, ,

By second post came another envelope again post marked June 28th
but with your letter inside dated July 2nd! ¥What is missing
from the first envelope I do not know, neither can I guess

how a letter written in July could be posted four days earlier
in Junet

However; I am delighted to learn that you found the imformation =
in my letter of use to enable you to write a feature on

¥r. Groth's Brick, and I thank you and shall look forward to
receiving the copies of the Paper, It is most kind of you to

gsend a gift ag well I just hope it was not in the

envelope which arrived empty!

Thank you also for your kind invxtatlon should I ever find
myself in Davenport and may I say that should anyone of your
staff, or yourself, or Mr, Groth ever be in Southampton, just
phone .. &nd my wife and I will do our best to meet
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you and show you a round Southampton.

A footnote t0 our storY...... Since writing to you last the
wreckers have indeed started to pull down the houses mentioned
but I have checked with the man in charge there and he was
aware that these bricks are to be preserved. I would think
that Mr. Groth's brick stands a good chance of preservation
because it is one of the best carved ones there.

By the way, I have not heard from lir, Groth., If he cares to

write to me I will send him some more photographs, this time
colour prints. : :

Again thanking you very much indeed,
Sincerely, A .

H. 8. Webb.
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Morning Evening Sunday ... for the Quad-City area of 364,000

e Jimes -

DEMOCRAT

T P.O. Box 3828 — (319) 383-2200
i T
_u.....,...‘f!:: e Davenport, Iowa 52808
R

July 10, 1973.

Mr. N. G. Webb,

: Totton, " " St Sl L e . L e
./‘ Southampton,
Hants, England.

Dear Mr. Webb:

Something of a mystery has developed concerning our
mailing of copies of the newspapers and a small gift to you
as promised in my letter of July 2.

Apparently the package was damaged or broken in some
manner. I am enclosing a copy of the telegram which I re-

ceived today concerning the package.

Keep the faith, for I will make up another bundle of
newspapers and another little gift.

PN Perhaps we will have better luck this time.

bym i o

William Wundram
Associate Editor

WW:kmn
Enc.
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August 4th, 1973. o - ' o
i S L : Totton, ' '
Southampton,
- Hants, -
Bngland.

Mr. ¥m. %Wundran,
. Assoeciate Rditor,
. The Times Democrat,
- Davenport,
~Towa,

. Dear ¥r, Fundram, '

: Many thanks for yours of the 1Dth July received
taday‘ You should by now also have my letter which followed
cable giving such detail as I could comcernlng the mvstery
of the empty envelope.

Incidantally- yours of the ch July had also been
- opened with a sharp knife as had the empty envelope da ted
28th June, but this time it had been re-sealed with sticky
tape and the contents of 1etter and a ccpy of my cable,
were. 1n*act.

Very many thanks for pcstlng papers ect a gain and I
shall look forward to rece;v1ng them. As you say; better
iuck this time!

If I may treuble you in an effort to unravel thig -
‘husiness of opened envelopes = I should be grat eful
if you would advise me if the latest envelope was in fact
: opened in your office when it was returned %o you by the
® U.8. Post Office for extra postage? If it was not then this
© ' happened in tansit a4nd I wxll do my best to track down
the culprlt.

Sincerely,

ﬁ‘ G‘ wgbb'
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Morning Evening Sunday ... for the Quad-City area of 364,000

e [imes-
DEMOCRAT || 5 P.O. Box 3828 — (319) 383-2200

Davenport, Iowa 52808

1y Iy
- !llllmm-m " |: "
& S -

September 18, 1973.

N. G. Webb,

Tofton,
Southampton, ‘ : ' §
Hants, England.

ﬁear Mr. Webb: o e el el L
’ : : Well‘, here we go again.

I have had a little delay in reordering your promised
"gift'"wanyway here it is, and I am attaching the letter
directly to the box in the hope that it will arrive safely
in England.

I thought you might appreciate this book because it
is one of my favorites. It very vividly and accurately
tells about the area in which I live.

The particular chapter "A Land Of Plowshares, Wine,
Cheese and Honey,'" beginning on page 64, tells about the
immediate section of the Mississippi River where Davenport
is located.

I have also sent a copy of the paper which I long
.~ -ago promised, and wgigh“disappeg;ed in the mails.

. This, hopefully, will be coming to you under separate

cover.
Perhaps this time we will have bet; ./
‘ /
4
William Wundram
Associate Editor
. WW:kmn
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Saptember 22nd, 1973. : . ) y
: o Totton, :
. Southampton,
Hants,
Tngland.

%m, Wundram Esq.,
The Times Democrat,
P,0. Box 3828,
Davenport,

Iowa.

Dear Hr. Tundram,

Very pleased indeed to have your kind
letter telling me about the book you have sent ne.,
I shall look forward keenly to receiving it and am sure
it will prove most interesting.

Incldentallv, I am a member of the National
Geographic Society and have taken the the NI G% Magazine
for twenty-five years. This splendid publication takes
me round the World and gives one a lively picture of
the geography, wildlife and industry of the United States.

The book you have sent will add further to that
knowledge and interest.

You szay inter alia that vou were attaching your
letter directly to the box containing the book but it
: came by air mail in it's own envelope without sign that
‘.‘ it had ever been stuck to anything. I would imagine here
that the U.S. Post Office would not allow a letter and
~ parcel to be posted in that way and no doubt the box 15
on it's way by sea. ,

Again thanking you very much indeed.
Very sincerely,

N. G. Webb,

e o
i e
7@ Jot W(}&“f&% .
/% NMM 2 %_‘%“jﬁ‘ﬁ i

b ﬁwmwwwfp
e
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P.S to Webb letter 22 September 1973 to Wundram

P.S. The ‘old’ houses have now gone and students digging gently with trowel and spoon under the direction
of our City Archaeologist are slowly turning up the past; first the 19*" and now the 18" and 17" centuries.
They will probably reach back to Norman times before Summer gleams it’s last.

(Webb signature)

Copies of The Times Democrat sent by the newspaper to Mr Webb
with their letter dated 18 September 1973

R
i

Continued overleaf
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een unaware of the cngravedl b
would make facsimiles of all the signature

* and secure some of. the bricks for the
‘museum when the home is razed. .

Al
L5

Sy

\

o

'SE{A: 2

24 0of 70



Correspondence concerning Mr J. Metz — From the South Bend Tribune to Mr Webb

SourH BEND TRIBUNE

SouTH BEND, INDIANA 46626

May 30th, 1973

Mr., N. G, Webb

Tdtton,
Southampton,

. Hants,
England
Dear Mr. Webb:
We are sorry, but we are unable to locate a J. J. Metz or
any member of his family. We must assume the family no longer

resides in the South Bend area.

Thank you for writing The South Bend Tribune. We are just
sorry we couldn't have been more help.

Very sincerely,

. Hirschler
blic Relations Dir.

ELH:ls
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Letter 3 June 1973 Breech to Webb
Catawissa, Pennsylvania
]
June 3, 1973
Dear Mr. Webb,

Several days ago, my husband and | were very much surprised to get a phone call from Mr. Brown telling
us about your letter. | might add, Mr Brown edits the news for our small town, and is also a school teacher,
and an acquaintance.

In reply to your letter, maybe you would like to know something about Mr. Breech, my husband. He
served as a sergeant in the 799" Ordnance Co. of the 99" Infantry Division during World War Il and is very
much alive today. He was in Southampton about October 1944, for several weeks then went to France,
Belgium, Battle of the Bulge, Germany, Switzerland. He was waiting to be shipped out, as he remembers it,
and just casually carved his name on the building. He remembers his grandmother telling him that his
ancestors came from Scotland. It also occurred to him, maybe someone would know of his ancestors bearing
the “Breech” name. After twenty-nine years, it was such a surprise to find out, that anyone would even notice
a soldier’s name on a building so very far from home. My husband and | are very happily married, have four
wonderful children, 3 boys and 1 girl, and 3 darling grandchildren, 2 boys, 1 girl. God has been very good to
us.

My husband worked in a machine shop for 38 years, and hauls coal to supplement our income. He works
very hard, and long hours. We are hoping one of these days we can take a vacation.

We planned to go last year, but had a very bad flood in our town, and many towns in Pennsylvania.

We live along a creek and had to evacuate for 8 or 9 days. It was the worst flood on record since 100
years ago. Many people lost everything.

We have a small piece of land, where we raise most of our own vegetables, and can, and freeze them. |
guess maybe we think of ourselves as the typical American family.

Our family would feel very honoured, if you would be so kind, as to send us one of the photographs you
mentioned in your letter to Mr. Brown.

Very sincerely,
Mrs Robert Breech (signed)

P.S. Please excuse my writing, I’'m afraid my penmanship is very poor.
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June 12th, 1973,

Totton,

Southampton, &

Hants, o
?\ Vi

England.

¥4 Mrs. Breech,

Delighted to have your most interesting
letter and to learn that you and yours are still thriving in Catawissa.

To date I have had five replies to similar letters which have
gone out in gquery all over the United States. Two letters, including
your own have come directly from the person named upon one of the

.bricks, and two further letters have come from Newspapers who say

- that they have found the person I named to them. Only one replied
saying that they had been unable to trace any family of the name
mentioned. I include with this a list of those already enquired of,
and it may well be that some of the names may 'ring a bell!'.

Since writing to yourpaper I have been able to secure the
preservation of some of these bricks and include for you a photostat
copy o& a letter from our museum curator. -

Please accept the enclosed transparencies as a first instalment.,
I have taken some more scenes of Southampton that may recall memories
and will send them on to you as soon as I can.

The picture of the brick itself is self explanatory but you may
like to be reminded just where the brick is situated on the house front

If you will look at the two windows ?n the ground floor at the
right hand side of the picture your brick[

Dear MrQ

situated between these two
windows, touching the right edge of the left-hand window of the pair,

.and five bricks above the window sill, Having said that I see now upon
looking again at the slide that my directions are not quite accurate.
The windows mentioned are to be seen betwden a long window on the
extreme right and a few steps just to the left of the pair,

Glad to learn that though you had to evacuate your home during
last year's floods, you were fortunate to escape damage yourselves,
When you get these terrible floods in the States we see the pictures
on our television news buletins, You certainly do have some terrible
disasters out there. Humicanes, Whirlwnds, Floods. We are very lucky
here in England for although we may have some flooding on a small secale

the winds powerful enoggh to do extensive damage are unknown to us.

I had not heard of the name 'Breech' being Scottish. It is a rare
name and there is not one to be seen in our telephone directory,

I'1l write again and send you some more photographs and hope to
make them colour prints next time,

Very Sincerely, N. G. Webb,

30 of 70
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July 29th. 1973, |  Mr. N. G. Webb,

Totton, ;
Southampton,
Hants, P
England.

S

-

Dear Mr. Breech, _

-Sorry to have kept yvou so long for the prints
that I promissed in my letter of June 12th. Various things have
happened to prevent my sending before. I did not like the first
prlntq that the printer sent me and had them done again; then I
was in hospital for a few days fol by & couple of weeks sick -

- leave from work#. Anyway, here thev are at last and the notes I
'D, have fixed to the backs should be self explanatory without my
writing more details here. -

Since wrting to you 1ast I have had another 1etter from
Mr., Cliff J. Moore, . Bruce, Wisconsin a nd he has sent
me a list of members of the Veterans of 799th Ordinance Company,
your name being number 11 on the list., I wonder if you will be
going to the re-union this year in August?

I have photographs of six of the names on the list, but
have heard nothing from the following..... Mr. J Dransert,
Jeanette, Pa., Mr, Daw Drayper, Haydenburg,
Tennesseas . Mr. John Helmling, =~~~ - , Blyria, (or Elvri
Ohio, or Mr. Frank Sabo, - Elizabeth, Pa,

Have you met any of these old comrades since the war?
I should point out that my original letter were sent as was yours,
addressed to "The Local Newspaper", and I did not know at that time
the actual addresses of those named ahove,

o There is another photograph of the rebuilt Above Bar Street
‘. Southamptom, now partly closed to traffic and a pedestrian shopping
precinct, Mysteriously this picture has "vanished" but rather than
hold up sending the others any longer I will just send it on %o
you when I find it.

Every good wish to you and yours, and thank you for your
help during the war.

Yours sincerely,

N. G. Webb,
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and Walter Wells including The Bolivar Commercial

Office Supplies
Publishers 7f

Printers + BO IAL

CLEVELAND, MISSISSIPE,

Clark Rumfbelt
News Director
June 6, 1973

Mr. N.G. Webb

. Totton,

Southampton,
Hants, England

Dearn Sin:

Thank you very much forn your recent inquiry regarding the "carved" bricks
you secrwred. T am happy to report that Mr. Waltern L. Wells is in all
probability the man who carved "W.L. Wells CLeveland Miss. 1944" into
one of the bricks.

M. Welks is alive and employed in a Local drugstone here in ClLeveland.
When 1 Located him, he was delighted with the discovery, and indicated
his intentions of writing you.

Mr. Welks said he had shipped out of Southiampton several times as a
soldier dwiing Workd War Two.

The histony behind the stony is fascinating. 1 would Like very much

& to do a feature story on the discovery and would Like to obtain a
picture of the brick (black and white) and as much information about it
and yourseld as possible. 1 will appreciate any help you can offer.

Thank you again for your consideration in this matter. 1 have given
M. Wells your address.

Sincerely,

T

; ) P —

00k i a3
Clark Rumfelt
THE BOLTVAR COMMERCTAL
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June 3%0th, 1973. Mr. N. G. Webb, {

Totton,
Southampton,
Hants,
England.

Mr. Clark Rumfelt,
News Director,

The Bolivar Commercial,
Cleveland,

Miss.

‘ Dear Sir,

I write immediately the black and white prints you
requested came to hand and I am sorry it could not be done before.

Southampton has had a stormy history. The Romans had a settlement
here; Clausentum. The Saxons followed and a mile or two away,
nearer to the present town built the settlements of Hamwich and
Hamtun from which the name Suthamptune wa derived and first &
appeared in a charter of King Bdgar dated 962 A.D.

The Danes made many raids here begining in 837 and were beaten
back by King Alfred, only to return in greater numbers. But it
was here that the Saxon Council chose Canute as their King in 1017.

Only a few years later came another invasion, this time the Norman
French under the Duke of Normandy who was looking for promotion
and after defeating the Saxons at Hastings was able to claim his
desire in the Crown of England. Swiftly settlements and towns were
established and in Southampton two distinct communities were
deliberately set up by William, a French and an English one; the

. exact number of persons in each community are recorded but I regret

: I cannot remember. These ao quite different types of culture were
centred upon two parallel “streets, Rue Anglais whcich became in
time FEnglish Street and then High Street which it remains today;
and Rue Francaise which is French Street to this day.

At the top of Fﬁgch Street is St. Michael's Square containing among
other buildings St. Michael's Church built 1077 and the oldest
building standing in Southampton, and Tudor House, a 16th Century
dwelling wonderfully preserved and used now as one of the town's
museums, For a space the Lord Chief Justice of England lived in

the house.

Mediaeval Southampton was a walled and battlemented fortress and
included in it's defences a castle and the massive Bargate, (the
North Gate of the town?®, but a chain is as strong as it's weakest
link and one Sunday morning in 1338 when the townsfolk were at
church French raiders landed easily upon the beaches or "hards"

at the bottom of English, Fi@ch and Bugle Streets and swept through
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the town burning, murdering and pillaging as they went. The town,
encompassed in those days by a wall that was only one and a quarter
miles long, was largely destroyed and many survivors of the raid
fled the town as refugees. ;

In 1346 we got some of our own back when King Edward III set sail
from Southampton taking with him companies of English and Welsh
archers who with their new and powerful weapon the Long Bow wrought
havoc among the French at Crecy. But only a few years later again,
in 1348 The Black Death Bubonic Plague entered the town.
Probably brought back by returning soldiers it swept throughtut
England killing a quarter of the population. It took Southampton
over 100 years to recover from the combined effects of the French
Raid and the Plague and to strengthen the towns defences.

. The town began again to prosper becoming a very important wool
exporter and wine importer. Quilter's Vaults, built in the 15th
‘Century is preserved today beneath High Street. Quilter's grew
rich upon imported wine.

Barly in the 17th Century there wasmuch religious persecution in
England and one group who had fled to Holland returnedtSouthampton
in 1620 and in compamy with others passed through the West Gate

on August 15th, 1620 to embark at the West #uay upon the Speedwell
and the Mayflower for the New World. The West Gate stands assolidly
now as it did then. Through it pasSed~Soldiers on their way to
victory at Agincourt and all the wars since.

Just up the road from the Westgate; about 200 yards are some red-
brick houses built instothe o0ld town walls and three and a half
years after Southampton lay in fl#ming ruins again following
visits by German bombers the Forces of the Allies gathered in
great strength in Southampton before invading France. Along Western
Esplanage by the 01ld Town Walls the Soldiers of Britain, the

" United States, Canada, Poland, and the Free French, paused to have
their vehicles waterproofed before embarking for France as so
many had embarked before through the centuries. American and
some Canadian soldiers waitng for something to happen whiled away
the hours by carving their names into the bricks of these houses,

One of the Americans, Mr., Walter L., Wells carved this message deep
enough to last the last 29 years very well, " W. L. Wells,
Cleveland, Miss, 1944",

The writer thought it would be a good thing if these bricks could

be saved when the houses were pulled down. Accordingly I wrote to

our Museum Curator and enclose a copy of HWis letter. Since writing
first in May the breakershave started to pull down the houses, but
I am assured that the best of the bricks will be preserved,
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When the houses are gdhe our local archeological people will spend
a year digging inWtothe past beneath the foundations of the houses.

And so things move on, Wars come and go and éhe soldiers that fight
them pass bye leaving, some of them,indelible mementoes of their
journeys. : :

For myself there is 13ttle to say. I am a citizen of Southampton
born here fifty years ago and have made no mark, The only thing

_about the writer that is out of the ordinary is that I have a very
rare and unusual job, EmpXyed in the Government Service I am a '
Lithographic Corrector, woriing upon zinc and aluminium printing
plates when necessary before they are printed and sometimes when
actually in the printing machine. This work is done with a fine-
. pointed brush and a magnifying glass.

It is gratifying that I have been able to trace some of the U.S.
Veterans who passed our way during the last war and I am glad that
I have been able to do something toward the preservation of this
piece of history.

Five minute wilk from where Mr. Wells carved his name stands our
Mayflower Memorial. Some years ago another plaque w:s added to the
number already thelre. It reads:-

1944-1945

This tablet was presented by the 1l4th Major Port,
United States Army in Proud #ndbute to over two
million men and women of the United States Forces
who. together with their Gallamt Allies, sailed

from Southampton between "D" Day June 6th, 1944, and
the Day of Victory to liberate the Continent of
Europe from agression, in order that the Freedon fomp.

" which the Pilgrim Fathers Strove should not be lost.
Leo J. Meyer Sherman L Kiser
Colonel T.C, Colonel T.C.
Deputy Port Commander. Port Commander.
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CLEVELAND, MISSISSIPP

Clark Rumfelt
News Director
July 9, 1973

N.G. Webb

Totton,
Southampton,
Hants,

. England

Dear Mr. Webb:

Thank you very much for the pictures and the interest you have
shown in the matter of the bricks. The story appeared in today's
Bolivar Commercial, a copy of which I have enclosed for you. I
certainly hope I did the story justice in my writing.

Mr. Wells has indicated his intention of writing you shortly. I
understand he took sick soon after I first contacted him and was
unable to write. He was well pleased with the discovery of his
handiwork.

I have the pictures you sent in hand, and if you wish, I will return
them. If not, I intend to give them to Mr. Wells or keep them in
our files.

Again, I thank you for your kindness. If there is anything more
. I or the newspaper can do for you, please feel free to call on us.
With warm good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

) i
J o

A - = 159 . /
C,L L?(/L/kv ( (\ \A_AV v~"’\;\,,\~ "\‘
Clark Rumfelt

THE BOLIVAR COMMERCIAL

CR/sv
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July 14th, 19753. N. G. Webb,

Totton, :
Southaunpton,
Hants,
England.

Clark Rumfelt Bsq.,

The Bolivar Commercial,
Cleveland,

Miss,

. Dear Mr., Rumfelt,

Thank you very much indeed for your letter and the July 9th
copy of your paper carrying the story you wrote about

¥r. Well's brick. I think you have made a very good feature
out of the material and am pleased that Yr. Wells is
gratified,

Very sorry to hear that he is not well perhaps you
would be kind enough to let me have his address so that I
may send him some more photographs? You are of course
welcome to keep the shots I sent in your files.

I'11 send you a copy of our local newdpaper, "The Southern
Bvening BEcho", which you may find of interest,

Sincerely,

N. G. Webb,
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CLEVELAND, MISSISSIPPL

July 18, 1973

Clark Rumfelt

News Director

The Bolivar Commercial

P.0. Box 820

Cleveland, Mississippi 38732
U.S.A.

. Mr. N.G. Webb
Southampton,
England

Dear Mr. Webb:

Thank you very much for your kind comments on my story. Newspaper
writing is only as good as the information it contains, and for that,
I thank you.

I have not had any contact with Mr. Wells in the past week or so, but

you can contact him by writing:
Mr. W.L. Wells

Cleveland, Mississippi
U.S.A.
I am looking forward to reading your local newspaper, "The Southern
. Evening Echo." Please keep in touch with us here at the paper. With
warm good wishes, I am
Sincerely,

( Conh Toomdeti—

Clark Rumfelt
THE BOLIVAR COMMERCIAL

CR/sv
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July 21st, 1973, N. G. Webb,

Totton,
Southampton,
Hants,
England.

Dear Mr. Wells,

I was sorry to hear from Mr. Rumfelt that you had
been unwell of late, and I trust that you are feeling much better
now?

. I have a copy of "The Bolivar Commercial' with Mr. Rumfelt's
feature which he wrote about "your brick" and must say he did it
very well,

Please accept the enclosed pictures which I hope will bring
back memories of your time spent in Southampton during the &t war.
You will see that Above Bar §treet‘is completely rebuilt and has been
for some years, but not everything is as yet. The air raids dealt the
town 2 very heavy blow and it takes a long time to rewover fully.

Some things will never be rebuilt Holy Rood Church for
instance. After the war most of those parishioners who would have
worshiped there moved to new homes outside the town centre. So the
ruin was turned into a memorial to those members of the Mefchant Navy
who lost their lives during the War at Sea,

Since writing originally to your paper the houses where you
cut your name have been pulled down, but orders were given to the
breakers to preserve the bricks carrying American Soldiers names.

As yours was one of the deepest cut ex amples I hope;that it has been
. preserved.

Every good wish to you, and thanks for your help during
the war.

Very Sincerely,

ak

N. G. Webb.

P.S. Do you remember how the kids used to bother you with cries of
"Got any gum, chum?"
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THE BOLIVAR COMMERCIAL Monday, July 9, 1973 Page §

By CLARK RUMFELT

SOUTHAMPTON, England —
“Carvedinto the bricks of a
howse in the old part of,
Southampton are- the names
and home towns of American
Soldiers awaiting shipment to
France during the second World

War.
One such was: —
; W.L. Wells
Cleveland,
Miss. 1944
I wonder does Mr. Wells still
live in Cleveland?”"
This inquiry to the Bolivar

5 HAER A
Walter Wells
Commercial from Mr.-N..G.
‘Webb of Southampton on last
May 26 prompted = the
newspaper fo seek out “W. L.
Wells.”

The World War Two graffiti
artist and Mr. Walter L. Wells,
who works at Simmons Drugs
Store on' Sharpe Ave., turned
out to be one and the same.

Wells laughingly admits
scratching his name and
Cleveland, Miss. an walls and
tricks all over England, France
and  Germany during his

" service as a “line” sergeant in

the army during the war. “We
did that for (soldiers) coming
Pehind us. & lot of times when
we - would' be behind (other

“outfits) we would see the same

thing — names and towns
scratched in the wall,” Wells

said.

Webb, who is a Lithographic
Corrector in the British
Government Service, took an
interest in the bricks and
secured the museurm
preservation of some of them
when the houses were recently
torn down.

Military grafitti is a time-

il

Sgt. Wells, 1945

hongred art, and soldiers from
the Roman empire 10 Vietnam
have practiced the craft from
idleness or, more. probably,
from a sense of “‘comfort” in
knowing that some soldler
somewhere may read it and
find something familiar in it.

Wells chose an interesting
spot . to make this one
inscription, About 200 yards
from where the inscription js
found stands’ the “West Gate”
in Southampton — a gate
through which two groups
passed affecting the lives of all
Americans. The groups were
the Pilgrams setting sail on the
Mayflower and allied soldiers
embarking for France after the
Normandy invasion in June of
194,

As Webb relates in. a
subsequent Jetter 1o the Bolivar

Commercial: “Early in the 17th

Wélter ;

Century ' there was much
religious ' “persecution - in
England and one group who had
-fled to Holland returned to
Southampton in 1620, and in
company with others- passed
through the West Gate on
August 15th; 1620 to embari at
the West Quay upon the
Speedwell and the Mayflower
for the New World, The West
Gate stands s solidly now as it
did then. Through it passed
soldiers on their way ta victory
at Agincourt and all the wars.
since.

“Just up the road from the
Westgate — ahout 200
are some red-brick houses built
into tbe old town walls, and
three and a half years after
Southampton lay in  flaming
ruins again following visits by
‘German bombers, the Forces of
the Allies gathered in great

e

strength in Southampton before
“invading France. = Along
‘Western Esplanade (street) by
the Old Town Walls the Soldiers
of Britain, the United States,
‘Canada, Poland, and the Free
French, paused to have their
‘vehicles waterproofed before
embarking for France s so
.many had embarked before
‘through  the  centuries.
"American and some Canadian
saldiers waiting for something
"{o ‘happen whiled away the
“hours by carving their name
+into the bricks of these houses.
' '"One of the Americans, Mr.
‘Walter L. Wells, carved (his)
‘message deep enough to last the
Iast 29 years very well.”

# The ' fact that Wells
/inseription was found and read
(I8 not so farfetched, but the fact
ithat someone traced it is
somewhat remarkable.

TQ

Weﬂs’ Brick

WWII graffiti -r.egches 29 ‘years.-for W. L

“I'm very much surprised
ever hearing from it again,”"
Wells said

The brick apparently has the
wrong date on it. Wells said he
must - have ‘carved ' the
inscription in Janugry, 1945 and
just got mixed up on the date.

Wells spent most of time ufter
Normany invastion fighting
in France and Germany, He
was wounded near Le Mans,
France and shipped back Lo
England to recover. It was on
this second trip back to England
that he was sent Lo
Southampton o go back to
France again, and it was then

The Brick’s

he carved his name into the
briek, |

Wells came back'to Cleveland
after the war and worked at
Berger’s Appliances untif 1951
Then, he went to Alexandria,
Va. where he worked until 1965..
He returned to Cleveland and
went to work at Simmons drug.
store in 1966,

Mr, Webb writes about
himself: “For myself there i
litde to say. T am a cilizen of
Southampton born bere fifly
years ago and have made no
matk, The only thing about
(myself) that is out of the
ardinary is that I have a very

Wells

rare and  unusual - joh.
Employed i the Government
Service [ am a Lithographic
Corrector, working upon zine
and aluminum printing plates
‘when necessary before they are
printed and sometimes when
actually * in - the printing
machine, This werk is cone with
a’ fine-pointed brush’ and
magnifying glass.”

Mr. Webb writes: “And so
things move on. Wars come and
g0 and the soldiers thst fight
them pass bye leaying, some of
them, indelible mementoes of
their journeys.”

One such memento was that
of Waller L, Wells of Cleveland.

location

Deaths

James Alton Ivy
MERIGOLD — Services for
Jaines Alton Ivy, 43, Ferguson
Company employee, were held
“today at 2 p.m, from Thweatt-
King Chapel with the Rey.
Robert W, Brady of Merigold
United Methodist Church.
Burial was in .the Merigold

" Cemetery with ThweattKing

Funeral Home of Cleveland in
L e

Jived in the area most of his life.
He was a tree surgeon.

Survivors aro his mother,
Mrs. Addie R. Langslon of
Boyle; a son, Randy' Glen
Langslon of Shaw; a brother,
William C. . Langston of
Bradenton, Fla.; and four
sislers, Mrs. Mauride Peacock
and Mirs. Billy Weaver, both of
Cleyeland, Mvs. Barbara
Fleming of Boyle, and Ms.
Carol Runnels of Benoit.

member of the Christ Wesleyan
Bethodist Church of Greenyille,
Suryivors are his wife, Alrs.
Dena B. Clark of Greeoville;
daughter, Mrs. Russell B..
(Frances) Clower of Leland, &
brother, James Andrew Clardy
of Starkville; four sisters, Miss
Kathleen Clardy of Washington,
D. C.. Mrs. S. A, Henry and
Mrs, Charles Crigler,: bath of
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and Mr Wayne Harvey

Editor, The News:
Carved iIzto the bricks
of a house in the old part
of Southampton are the
namées and home towns of
American soldiers awail-

PUBLIC FORUM

ing shipment to France

dm ing the last war.

One such was carv ed
by: — Wayne Harvey,
Van Nuys, Calif.

1 wonder if Mr. Harvey

still lives in Van Nuys? I
would willingly send a

close-up picture of “his”

Mr Webb's Digitised Archive File add as pdf.docx

- no doubt Mr.

brick to hll"ﬂ or his reld—
tives.

You may he interested
to know that these names
were carved at a spot no
‘more than 200 yvards from
the place where the Pil-

grim - Fathers embarked

for the New World and
near the West Gate

through which they and
Harvey
passed. ' '
The house is soon to be
demolished and the writer
is making efforts to have
the carved bricks pre-
served in our Tudor house
museum only a ‘stone’s
throw”’ from the spot
where the house yet

‘stands.

MR. N. G. W’ILBB

. Totton‘
~ Southampton
Hants.
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Wayne Harvey

Newhall
Ca. [ v s A
Letter of June 11", 73 acknowledged by
Post Card, 17.06.73.

Promised to send slides shortly
Wrote letter 24.06.73 and sent 5 slides, list
of names written to get results therefrom,

and copy of Perberdy’s letter. Said would
try to send colour prints later
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Unclear when this image was sent to Mr Webb.

May & Wayne Harvey Jan,1973

Junes 1193973

Dear Mr. Webb:

Needless to say I was surprised and shocked to
see my name in print in our local newspaper. I am alive
and well and have since moved from Van Nuys, California
to Newhall, California.

I have a daughter and two grandchildren and I have
been retired since 1971,

My family and I would appreciate a photo of the
brick and would very much like to have it placed in your
Tudor house museum. It would honor us greatly.

I was in Southampton the end of November and the first
part of December, 1944, We were loading heavy equipwent to
transport to France. From France I was sent to the Battle
of the Bulge and came home in 1945,

Thank you for taking the time and the interest to

contact American soldiers in the United States. Please
keep us informed of your progress.

%77/@ Prosicas

Wayne Harvey

Newhall, California
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Letter 21 June 1973 Wayne Harvey to Webb.
June 21, 1973

Dear Mr. Webb

The 799" was the engineer corps. Mine was the 11" armoured division attached to the third army.

Although it has been many years, | do remember the Bargate.

Am anxious to receive photo.
Sincerely

Wayne Harvey (signed)
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Letter 3 August 1973 Mr. & Mrs. Harvey to Webb

Aug. 3/73
Dear Sir,

Would like you to know that we appreciate your interest in this brick which has my signature on it. All
our relatives and friends have enjoyed reading the literature. This is a copy of the write up in my home town
Ravenna, Nebraska where | was born, sent the letter to my mother who just had her 89" birthday and she in
turn took it to the local paper there. Maybe someday you will be in this area, if so let us know and if we even
get to England will look you up.

Sincerely
May and Wayne Harvey
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The brick with Wayne Harveys

name and address carved in it.

Wayne Harvey in 1944 while

Wayne Harvey ‘‘Brick’’ to be on Display at
War Memorial Bldg., Southampton, Eng.,

stationed in England,

~ ampton, England are the names

In October 1944, a young sold-
ier from Van Nuys, California,
(originally from Ravenna, Ne-
braska) was stationed in South-
hampton, England with the 11th
armored division. The divis-
ion was loading heavy equip-
ment to be shipped to France
and on to the Battle of the
Bulge. While waiting for the
ship to leave a group of the
young soldiers passed their
time away by sightseeing
around the city.

One of these young soldiers
was Wayne Harvey, formerly
of Ravenna. On one of these
walks some of the soldiers got
the idea of writing their names
and addresses in the crumbly
old bricks of one of the houses,

Today, almost thirty years
later these houses in South-
hampton are being torn down,
ern developments. ?

But thanks to a Mr. N. G,
Webb, Esq., of Southhampton,
England, neither the bricks
nor the American soldiers who
carved their names there, so

many years ago, will be for-
gotten. e

~~~When Mr. Webb found out that
the old house was to be torn
down he notified, the City of
Southampton Museums Depart-
ment and told them the story.

They in turn contacted Mr.
Webb and thanked him for the:
information, and notified him'

that the bricks would indeed be
saved and put on dispiay in the
city museum.

But this is not the end of the
story. Mr. Webb was curious.
Just how many ofthese soldiers
were still living? Would any
of them be interested in the
fate of thebrick they had carved
so many years ago? Mr, Webb
took the time and wrote to the
newspaper in the town in which
each ofthese soldiers had listed
as their hometowns. The letter
Mr. Webb wrote to Mr, Harvey

fpCimeke rooi for m mgerpgl——-rﬁtui’ally' went to Van Nuys, -

California. It went like this,
Editor The News:
Van Nuys, Calif,
Carved into the bricks of a
house in the old part of South-

and home. towns of American
soldiers awaiting shipment to
France during the last war,
One such was carved by-=-
Wayne Harvey, Van Nuys, Calif.
I wonder if Mr. Harvey still
lives in Van Nuys? I
would willingly send a close~
up picture to him or his rela-
Hvesut Do

You may be interestedto know
that these names were carved
at a spot no more than 200
yards from the place where
the Pilgrim Fathers embarked
for the New World and near
the West Gate through which

they and no doubt Mr. Harvey
passed,

The house is soon to be de-
molished and the writer is
making efforts to have thecar-
ved bricks preserved in our
Tudor house museum only a
‘“stone’s throw’’ from the spot
where the house yet stands,

Signed Mr. N. G, Webb

Mr. Harvey in the meantime
has moved to Newhall, Calif,,
but the newspaper item was
brought to his attention and he
wrote Mr. Webb who indeed did
send him photos and wrote him
quite a lengthy letter telling of
the city today as compared to
the war years of which Mr.
Harvey remembers. Of the
eleven soldiers that have been
contacted in the U,S, only 5
have replied with a personal
letter to Mr. Webb. The
rest either cannot be located
or have not replied.

Thanks to one man who took
the time and troubleto remem-
ber, a small part of history
shall live on forever,

July 19 1973, Ravenna News
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Correspondence from Mr Webb to US Army Records Office re Sydney Greenwald

July 22nd, 1973. Mr. N. 6. Webb,
’ Totton,
Southampton,

Hants,
England.

The Controller,

U.S. Army Records Office,
The Pentagon, ]
Virginia.

‘ Dear Siv,

At a spot in Southampton only 200 yards from
1, the known embarkation point of the Pilgrim Fathers there stood
- until a month ago some old houses.

During World War II American Soldiers awaiting shipment
to France whiled away the time by carving their names, home towns,
and States into the bricks, and it occured to me that it would be
a pity if this historic record should be lost through demolltlon.

. Accordingly I sought preservation of these bricks and
enclose for you a copy of a letter from our local Museum Curator.

-

You may be interested to know that consequent upon writing :
letters of enquiry to "The Local Newspaper" in various small towns
I have been able to contact five men; correspondence has been
exchanged, colour photographs of the relevant brick together with
others of the U.S, Forces commemorative plague which is set into
our Mayflower Memorial and scenes of Southampton, have besn sent
to the men and two American Newspap%rs have published features

‘i on the inscribed bricks.

I deliberately chose those men living in small towns feellng -
that the large National Newspapers might not be interested.

However——— the best carved and most complete 1nscr1pt10n
readS.cecssses "'On way to France, Sidney Greenwald ~ Bronx,
New York". It is very likely that this particular brick will be :
preserved in one of our museums, and I should be grateful if you
could give me any assistance in tracing this man or his relatives,

I have a photograph of "his brick" ready to send to him,

Yours faithfully,

N. G. Webb.
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Correspondence between Mr & Mrs Webb and Clifford & Marlene Moore

This tranche of correspondence has been reserved to the last as it
includes the deaths of both Norman Webb and Clifford Moore.
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Letter 24.05.1973 Moore to Webb

May 24,1973
Bruce, Wisconsin
Dear Sir,
Received your letter from our local news editor and you will never know how happy | was to receive it.
You should be commended for the time and effort you are putting in to this project, and for what you
are doing to preserve it. | thank you very much. | would appreciate a picture of the Brick. | have often
wondered if it was still there, it certainly brought back some old memories.
Your letter will be published in our local paper, about 7,000 subscribers, | think. The public should know
of your kindness for the time and effort to locate the names on the bricks.
Please send the pictures and | will reimburse you somehow for your time and trouble.
| thank you,
C.J. Moore (signed)

I
Bruce Wisconsin -
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June 1st, 1973. )

Totton,
Southampton,
Hants,
England,

Dear Mr. Moore,

Delighted to have your letter today and I
hasten to reply right away before the picture of your brick and
one of the house is to hand. They will be colour transparencies
and I will send them on to you as soon as they are returned from

‘ Kodak Ltd.

If was a happy idea of yours to include a picture of yourself
taken in those days and I'll keep it a bit longer if you don't mind
and will probably make a copy.

So far I have written to eleven towns in the last twelve days,
and yours was the second reply. The first came from Mr. Wnndram,
associate editor of "The Times Democrat'", Davenport, Iowa, and
was in answer to my query regarding one of your comrades Ralph L,
Groth, Mr. @%dram says in part......"Yes, there is a Ralph L. Groth
residing in Davenport, according to our citi directory, and I am
trying to contact him as of this moment." "The Times Democrat" seem
to be very keen to make a feature story on the inscribed bricks
and in response to their request I have furnished them with more
details,

Since wribing to your newspaper I have learned that some of
the bricks are to be preserved when the o0ld houses are pulled
down shortly, as you will see from the copy of a letter from our

‘ Museum Curator which is enclosed. After demolition the ground is
to be dug over by our local archeology department before more
buildings are ergected on the sight.

I enclose a list of other names carved into the bricks; it may
well be that you knew some of them?.

Please not a word about payment: it is only a few pence
and my pleasure.

I am very pleased to record that our Archeologist and Archivist
are also keen to preserve these relics of the last war and am glad
that I did something about it.

Hope to write again and send pictures soon.

Very sincerely,

——-ﬁ—s
N. G. Webb,
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June Tth, 1973. _ y
Totton, 1

Southampton,
Hants,
England.,

Dear Mr, Moore,

Herewith the first two pictures of your brick
. and the house into which it is built.
If you look at the groung floor window on the extreme right

of the photograph, your name is on the fourth course up from the
window sill and the third brick from the right-hand edge of the

window frame.

; ¥ou can see the. w1ndows are boarded up and the house, sﬁands
waltlng he bulldozers attentions. I am told that demolition is due

within one month.

Since receiving your letter I have had one other from the
South Bend Tribune, Indiana, but they regret that they can find
no trace 6f J. J. Metz or his family living in South Bend, and
they assume that they can no longer be living in the area.,

I have another partly exposed film in my camera which already
includes a shot of the commemorative plaque fixed to our Mayflower
Memorial after the end of the war by the American Forces, I will
eventually send you this and one or two more to show the rebuilt

‘ shopping area and some views of the 01d Walls ect.

Best wishes,
Sincerely,

N. G, Webb,
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Sent to Mr Webb with above letter

rTvg

dear, /743

C. J. Moore

16.6.73

Posted post card acknowledging letter of 11.06.73 and

promising more pictures soon.
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Letter June 11, 1973 Moore to Webb

-, Bruce, Wisconsin

June 11, 1973
Dear Sir,

Received your letter and the pictures today and thank you very much. My family and | really enjoyed
looking at them. | must say that your letters and the pictures will be shown at our 799*" Ordnance Army
Reunion in August. Our Ordnance has tried to stay together and we have 3 days every summer just hashing
over old times and just remembering our experiences together from 1942 — 1945.

| am sending an address sheet of the men we have the addresses of and some of those | see every year.
Several of the names are listed on this sheet and | hope it will help you. Also, do not return as | have another,
also keep my picture.

I will try to get whatever information | can on more recent addresses (if any) and will send them to you.

Hope you are in the best of health as we are, and thank you again for your interest, time and effort.

Sincerely
C.J. Moore (signed)
Bruce.
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July 30th, 1973. —
Totton,
Southampton,
Hants,
England.

Dear Mr. Moore,

So sorry to have kept you so long for the prints
and slides I promissed. I enclose the prints herewith and am
sending the slides under separate cover by the same postal :
collection. In some mysterious way a print showing the rebuilt
Above Bar Street now partly closed to traffic and a pedestrian
shopping precinct, has contrived in a few days to get itself lost!
%When it turns up I'll send it on to you. However, the same scene
is shown on one of the slides.,

Four of the names shown on the list you sent me
were enquired of in the same way that I found yourself, by writing
to "The Local Newspaper", but I have heard nothing from these four,
If you should see any of them at your ammal reunion perhaps you
would tell them that I have pictures here ready to send to them.

The Names are..... J. Dransert, Jeanette, Pa.,
Daw Drayper, Haydenburg, Tennessee.; John Helmling,_Plyria, (or BElvri:
Ohio., and Frank Sabo, Elizabeth, Pa. ;

Slide No.7 shows Above Bar Street taken from the
top of the Bargate and as you can see this is now closed to traffic
and is for pedestrians only. It has been so for about two years
and at a future date it is hoped to close that part in the upper
part of the picture where you can see the red bus. When you were
here this street lay in ruins as you will remember. It is rebuilt
as you can see but does not have a very inspired achitecture!

- A few doors up along the right hand side of the picture is Woolworths
‘ the same one that you have in the States. To the left in the shade
is the Odeon Cinema called the Regal when you were here, Until the
last day of 1949 the old Trams ran down this street but on that
night among wild scenes of singing and the playing of impromptu
bands by a number of drunks the last tram covered all over in
coloured lights and carrying about 150 people slowly made it's way
through the crowds to the suburb of Shirley for the last time.
After that buses took over. Quieter, but with much more smell!

Slides 4, 6, & 8, and one of the prints show parts
of the Merchant Navy Memorial which is actually the ruins of Haly
Rood Church destroyed in the war. The Blitz also destroyed the homes
of those who worshiped there and after the war they were housed in
new_estates outside the town, so there was no one to need the church.
So it was turned into the Memorial, 0ld men sit on the seats and
sun themselves, and it makes a peaceful setting now.
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Letter 3 March 1977 Moore to Webb

Bruce, Wisconsin
March 3, 1977
Dear Mr. Webb,

I’m writing this letter and feeling ashamed of myself for letting so much time go by and not writing to
you before.

Many times we have looked at your color slides that you sent with friends & neighbors and talked of
the places | was during World War Il, and have often wished | could go back there and visit countries now,
but | don’t suppose | will ever be able to.

| imagine the buildings are all gone by now and are replaced by something else. | am so very glad to
have the pictures you sent me. | had the slides made into pictures and have made up an Album of all my
Army pictures that | have, also during the war | kept a diary of all the places | was, arrival times and departure
days and dates and its quite interesting to look at now. | also have all your letters in my Album.

| am wondering did you ever hear from any of the other names that you found on the bricks.

We still have our 799" army reunions every year and each year there seems to be one less of us and
we are getting smaller.

Hope this letter finds you and your family in good health as we are now but we have had our share of
health problems but all is well now.

Our only daughter is married now and has a little boy 14 months old and he is a joy to us, and our son
is 20 now and still with us. He likes to fish hunt and trap and enjoy the outdoors. This summer he built a log
cabin.

| am retired now, finally sold my trucking business that | had for thirty years, but | manage to keep
myself busy. Mostly trying to catch up on some of the work on my home that | did not have time to do before.
Also help my wife Marlene to run a youth camp, it’s a camp for youth groups like ‘Girl Scouts’, ‘Boy Scouts’
and 4-H. Also, church groups.

| would enjoy hearing from you again so if you find time and care to, please write.

Sincerely,
Cliff Moore

I isconsin

Footnote —4-H is a national youth and empowerment organisation.
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Letter 7 January 1981 Moore to Webb

January 7, 1981
Bruce, Wisconsin U.S.A.
Dear Mr & Mrs Webb,
| have just been going through my photo Album of my world war 2 days and right at the beginning is
all the letters and pictures that you were so kind to send to me.
It has been several years since | have written to you, and | am hoping that all is well.
We are in the best of health ever tho’ old age is creeping up on us.
| am sorry for not writing sooner but you and your kindness have been in our thoughts quite often.
| am retired now but | still help my wife with her job of taking care of a summer youth camp for our
County so I'm still as busy as ever.
We have had a real nice winter so far, very little snow and now we are getting some below zero
weather. But we cannot complain when we hear about the problems in other parts of the world and United
States — the earthquakes, mountains blowing up, and the disagreements in some of our Counties.
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I’m hoping that some time there will be peace for everyone.
Our family are all grown up now. My daughter is married and we have 2 little grandsons of 2 years and
5 years old and we enjoy them very much.
Jimis now 24 but still single and lives with us yet and we are glad. He works for the Forestry Department
of our County.
We'll hope this letter reaches you in the best of health and would like to hear from you again.
Very sincerely,
Clifford and Marlene Moore
Bruce, Wisconsin.
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January 25th, 1931.
: Totton,
Southampton,
Hants, 804 4DX,
England.

Dear Mr. % Hrs. Moore,
{

What géieasant surprise to hear from you again and to learn that

you and your family are all well, We have had our up's and down's
healthwise, but nothing serious. During the past year there has Y
been a "bug" going round which although not needing the doctor's .
treatment as a general rule has made people feel unwell for quite

a long time: so .0f course Rhonda and I had to catch it! However,
things seem to have impwved quite a lot now and one does not feel
guite so much as though one wants to drap off to sleep as soon as
the day's work is started! : i

We were also pleased to learr that your winter has been pretty

good sc far, not only for yourskes but ours too! We usually reckon
that if the U.S. has a summer heat wave or a very hard winter then
we will get it about a month later.

As you know the British Iles would not take up much room if dropped
into the U.S. the total area of England, Wales and Scotland being
only 88,137 square miles which in itself is only about one-and-a-half
times the size of your own State of Wisconsin, (56,066 sq. miles), and
yet it is remarkable how our winter climate varies from Southern
England to Northern Scotland. Only about 600 miles Norta of Southampto
in Seotland are the Cairpgorm Mountains Whare the winter wind can
often exceed loo miles per hour and that with a temperature a lon

way below freazing. Nothing can live up there. And yet at the same tim
down here in the South the weather can be mild with just ordinary
clothes sufficient to keep one comfort-able.

We cannot find Bruce on the map and we assume that it is too small
to show on the small-scale maps that we have of the States, What is
the name of your nearest large town? We note also that vou have a
Post Office Box Number which would seem to indicate that you have +to
collect your own letters which again would seem to indicate a small
community. We are lucky in Britain for even the most remote farm or
cottage will have it's mailidelivered directly when the Postman on
foot, bicycle, mototised transport or even pory in a few parts of
gcotland will call and push the mail though a letter-box on the front
00T,

We see that your son Jim is a Farester working for your County.

I think the time will come when @alllthe oil and coal is gone when

we shall be very glad that we can still grow trees. Over here the
Forestry Commission. a Govaernment hndv Tanka a Ftar 2171 +ha Pasmncs |
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Letter 20 January 1983 from Marlene and Cliff Moore and Jim to Mrs Rhoda Webb

Bruce, Wisconsin
Jan 20,1983
Dear Rhoda,

We received your letter on Dec 24™, our whole family was saddened to hear of the loss of a good friend
of ours that took the time to write to us and also to preserve the bricks for History of our American Soldiers.
Cliff felt so bad along with myself and Judy and Jim. All tho’ you did not know it we spent our Christmas with
you and your letter was read and reread quite often, our thoughts are with you.

Now I’'m going to have you crying again Rhoda but wanted you to know how we felt. They say time heals
and | guess we all have to go thru’ the loss of a loved one. | know it’s very hard for you.
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Cliff is having a problem of blood clots in his left leg. On the 28" he was operated on and they took out
sixteen. So, | have him in a chair all day with his leg elevated and applying moist heat. Next Tuesday he goes
in for another operation of vein stripping. It’s hard for him to be tied down like this as he was always active,
always kept himself busy but that’s the way it is and we’re hoping he can get back on his feet again soon.

There seems to be a lot on the news here lately about this Benzene. Seems like there is danger in
everything you work with or even eat for that matter. | imagine you have heard of the poison (arsenic) in the
Tylenol capsules over here plus poison in the food.

| just read in this AM newspaper that some crazy person was putting mercury in the salad dressing. Also,
it was found in oranges. These are some pretty sick people in this world. | just can’t understand people that
get a kick out of hurting people like that. With all the drugs that everyone seems to be on, the foolish people
are destroying their minds and it’s such a shame because there is so much to look forward to in their lifetime
(but life is very short for people on drugs). | thank god that my 2 children are grown and | do not have any of
that problem in my family.

| really don’t know what the world is coming to — we are having the same problem in this country.
Stealing and burning — you certainly did not need your property destroyed like they did & | hope the persons
were caught and punished.

You are lucky to have a wonderful mother to come and help you. My mother lives next door to me alone,
she is 92 years old and still gets around good as is still able to take care of herself. | help her when she goes
outside so she doesn’t fall on this ice we have here.

Our winter has been different this year, usually is 40 below zero all through January but every day it is
upinthe 20 or 30 above zero which is nice but we are getting a lot of snow and freezing rain. | don’tremember
having a winter this warm.

Well | must get busy now and get some house cleaning done.

| know you are quite busy but let’s please keep in touch. We would be glad to hear from you when you
find the time. Also, Rhoda I’'m sure you know that we have kept an Album of all of Norman’s letters and
pictures he sent us. Could | please ask if you would have an Obituary card or clipping to put in our Aloum?

Take care now
Marlene & Cliff & Jim (signed)
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Letter to Mrs Rhoda Webb from Curator, City of Southampton, Closing the Exchange of the Archive

MY REF

YOUR REF

CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON

DEPARTMENT OF LEISURE SERVICES

DIRECTOR JOHN BULLOCK, F.ILM.ENT,, F.T.S, M.LP.R., M.LR.M., A.INST.PRA.
CURATOR ART GALLERY AND MUSEUMS ADRIAN B. RANCE, B.A, A.M.A.

TUDOR HOUSE MUSEUM, ST. MICHAEL'S, SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON. SO10AD
TELEPHONE (0O703) 24216

ABR/JEN

TH4.111

15 November 1982
Mrs Rhoda Webb
c/o Social Services Department
Arundel Towers

Dear Mrs Webb

This is to confirm the return to you of your late husband's
papers relating to United States servicemen in Southampton
during World War II, the research having arisen out of his
finding their names inscribed on the walls of some houses near
the O0ld Walls in the city.

These have been studied, and are most interesting, and I am
very grateful to you for allowing us to borrow them.

Yours sincerely

CURATOR
ART GALLERY & MUSEUMS

Received from Tudor House Museunm

(signed)
Date:
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