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Mr Norman Webb, The Champion of the Bricks 
Webb’s Archive – Digitised Files 

 

 

The significance of the soldiers’ inscriptions was first realised by local resident Mr Norman G Webb, a 

lithographic corrector working for the Government, who passed by on his way to work every day. In May 

1973, a row of terraced houses further up Western Esplanade, on the opposite side to the Wall, were marked 

for demolition. Mr Webb wrote to the City of Southampton Museums Service and highlighted the historical 

importance of the bricks. At the same time, he wrote to American newspapers in an attempt to trace the 

men or their relatives. It is not certain how many names Mr Webb identified, but his file contains a list of 

addresses for thirteen men that he wrote to. Five of the men replied back – Misters Moore, Breech, Wells, 

Groth and Harvey. By July he had secured agreement with the City Council that the best-carved bricks would 

be preserved. By September 1973, the site had been cleared and was being dug by archaeological students. 

Construction of the new residential development did not begin until January 1981.  

 

 
 
Left – Forest View, opposite the wall, which remains relatively unchanged today. Right – These houses were demolished and replaced 

by flats. The arrow marks the position of the bricks recorded by Mr Webb. 
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The house bricks in situ. Photography by Cyril Foster. 
 

Three American newspapers took up the individual stories of Wells, Harvey and Groth. When interviewed 

they were asked what they remembered about carving their inscriptions: 

Wells laughingly admits scratching his name and Cleveland Miss in walls and bricks all over England, France 

and Germany during his service as a line sergeant during the war. “We did that for (soldiers) coming behind 

us. A lot of times when we would be behind (other outfits) we would see the same thing – names and 

towns inscribed in the wall” (The Bolivar Commercial). 

Left – Photograph of Walter Wells, 1945, and his brick. 
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 “While waiting for the ship to leave a group of young soldiers passed their 

time away by sightseeing around the city. One of these young soldiers was 

Wayne Harvey. On one of these walks some of the soldiers got the idea of 

writing their names and addresses in the crumbly old bricks of one of the 

houses” (Ravenna News July 19th 1973). 

 
 
Above: Wayne Harvey, California. 11th Armoured Division, 

and his inscribed brick. 

 

 

 
 

 

Groth told the Times Democrat reporter “This is really unbelievable that 

someone would find my name there after all these years”. Above: 

Wayne Harvey, California. 11th Armoured Division, and his inscribed 

brick.  

 
Ralph LeRoy Groth 1915-2013 Davenport Iowa. 88th Engineers Heavy Pontoon Battalion  

3rd Army, and his inscribed brick. 

 

 

 

Sadly, the whereabouts of Wells, Harvey and Groth’s bricks is currently unknown[JS1][HW2]. Of the thirteen 

men named in Mr Webbs files, six of their bricks were saved: Breech, Christensn, Draper, Helmling, Moore 

and Greenwald. The latter is in the care of Southampton Museums and the rest were built into the small 

wall behind the main section. The stories of these men can be found in this viewer. [JS3]  
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Cliff Moore sent Mr Webb a roster of veterans belonging to his unit, the 799th Ordnance Company, dated 

1971. On the roster were five other names found on the houses: John Helmling (Ohio), Daw Draper 

(Tennessee), Jules Dransert, Frank Sabo and Robert Breech (all Pennsylvania). Several of these bricks are 

dated 4 November 1944; this ties in with records of the 99th Infantry Division sailing from Southampton. Mr 

Moore and his wife continued to correspond with Mr and Mrs Webb up to and after Mr Webb’s death in 

April 1982.  

 

Mr Webb’s files are kept in the Southampton City Heritage Services archive, were digitised as part of this 

project, and are illustrated below grouped by soldiers and subject. Street names and zip/postal codes have 

been redacted to preserve privacy. In cases where replies to letters might have been expected, none were 

discovered within the archive. The archive mentions in several letters about pictures/photographs/slides but 

only those found in the archive are included below. 
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and the City of Southampton Museums Service 
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Resumé of Mr Webb’s Summary Correspondence 

 

Schedule summarising Mr Webb’s correspondence with America, undated but post late July 1973  
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First Wrote Subject First reply 

20.05.73 * R.D. Breech 
Catawissa 
Penina. 

11.06.73 

  J.H. Christensn 
Alden 
Minn 

 

25.05.73 † J.J. Dransart 
Jennette 
PA.                    11.4.44 

 

20.05.73 * Dow Draper 
Haydenburg 
Tenn. 

 

20.05.73 * Ralph L. Groth 
Davenport 
Iowa 

30.05.73 

21.05.73 * Wayne Harvey 
Van Nuys 
Calif 

15.06.73 

21.05.73 * John Helming 
Elviria 
Ohio                    11.4.44 

 

25.05.73 † J.W. Metz 
SO. Bend 
Indiana                11.4.44 

4.06.73 
Drew Blank 

25.05.73 † F. Sabo 
Webster 
PA                        11.4.44 

 

26.05.73 † W.L. Wells 
Cleveland 
Miss.                        1944 

11.06.73 

21.05.73 * C.J. Moore 
Bruce 
Wisconsin 

1.06.73 

  John S. Luddy, 
Hatboro, 
Penna, 
Nov 4th, 1944 

 

22.07.73  Sidney Greenwald 32081546 
Bronx 
New York 

 

 * 
† 

Since writing have heard from Peberdy. 
Was able to say bricks would be preserved. 
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The following list was received by Mr Webb from Clifford Moore,  

who enclosed it in his letter dated 11 June 1973 to Mr Webb. 
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and Mr Ralph Groth including The Times Democrat. 

 

Schedule by Webb of his correspondence concerning Ralph Groth 

 

Schedule by Webb of his correspondence concerning Groth 

Date 
Ralph L. Groth, 

Davenport 
Iowa 

20.05.73 Wrote to: - “The Local Newspaper”, Davenport, Iowa. 

30.05.73 Reply from “The Times Democrat” 

30.05.73 
Replied sending more details as requested.; also, took pictures of brick and houses 
with “Old Walls”. Include copy of Peberdy’s letter 

7.06.73 Sent pictures of brick and house (copy of letter filed) 

9.07.73 

Received envelope post marked June 28th from “Times Democrat”, cut open and 
empty. Returned envelope to postman for investigation. Cabled “Times 
Democrat” advising them of this. 
Received further letter 2nd post. 

9.07.73 Wrote answering above (copy filed under) 
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P.S to Webb letter 22 September 1973 to Wundram 

P.S. The ‘old’ houses have now gone and students digging gently with trowel and spoon under the direction 

of our City Archaeologist are slowly turning up the past; first the 19th and now the 18th and 17th centuries. 

They will probably reach back to Norman times before Summer gleams it’s last. 

 
(Webb signature) 

 

 

Copies of The Times Democrat sent by the newspaper to Mr Webb 

with their letter dated 18 September 1973 

 

 

 

Continued overleaf 
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The narrative is expanded below to improve legibility. 
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Correspondence concerning Mr J. Metz – From the South Bend Tribune to Mr Webb 
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and Mr Robert Breech 

 

 



Mr Webb's Digitised Archive File add as pdf.docx  27 of 70 

 

 



Mr Webb's Digitised Archive File add as pdf.docx  28 of 70 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr Webb's Digitised Archive File add as pdf.docx  29 of 70 

Letter 3 June 1973 Breech to Webb 

Catawissa, Pennsylvania 

Box No. 271-R.dl#1 

June 3, 1973 

Dear Mr. Webb, 

Several days ago, my husband and I were very much surprised to get a phone call from Mr. Brown telling 

us about your letter. I might add, Mr Brown edits the news for our small town, and is also a school teacher, 

and an acquaintance. 

In reply to your letter, maybe you would like to know something about Mr. Breech, my husband. He 

served as a sergeant in the 799th Ordnance Co. of the 99th Infantry Division during World War II and is very 

much alive today. He was in Southampton about October 1944, for several weeks then went to France, 

Belgium, Battle of the Bulge, Germany, Switzerland. He was waiting to be shipped out, as he remembers it, 

and just casually carved his name on the building. He remembers his grandmother telling him that his 

ancestors came from Scotland. It also occurred to him, maybe someone would know of his ancestors bearing 

the “Breech” name. After twenty-nine years, it was such a surprise to find out, that anyone would even notice 

a soldier’s name on a building so very far from home. My husband and I are very happily married, have four 

wonderful children, 3 boys and 1 girl, and 3 darling grandchildren, 2 boys, 1 girl. God has been very good to 

us. 

My husband worked in a machine shop for 38 years, and hauls coal to supplement our income. He works 

very hard, and long hours. We are hoping one of these days we can take a vacation. 

We planned to go last year, but had a very bad flood in our town, and many towns in Pennsylvania. 

We live along a creek and had to evacuate for 8 or 9 days. It was the worst flood on record since 100 

years ago. Many people lost everything. 

We have a small piece of land, where we raise most of our own vegetables, and can, and freeze them. I 

guess maybe we think of ourselves as the typical American family. 

Our family would feel very honoured, if you would be so kind, as to send us one of the photographs you 

mentioned in your letter to Mr. Brown. 

Very sincerely, 

Mrs Robert Breech (signed) 

 

P.S. Please excuse my writing, I’m afraid my penmanship is very poor. 
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and Walter Wells including The Bolivar Commercial 
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Correspondence between Mr Webb and Mr Wayne Harvey 
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Wayne Harvey 
25143 Atwood Blvd 

Newhall 
Ca. 91321. U.S.A. 

Letter of June 11th, 73 acknowledged by 
Post Card, 17.06.73. 

Promised to send slides shortly 

Wrote letter 24.06.73 and sent 5 slides, list 
of names written to get results therefrom, 
and copy of Perberdy’s letter. Said would 

try to send colour prints later 
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Unclear when this image was sent to Mr Webb. 

 

 

 

May & Wayne Harvey Jan,1973 
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Letter 21 June 1973 Wayne Harvey to Webb. 

June 21, 1973 

Dear Mr. Webb 

 

The 799th was the engineer corps. Mine was the 11th armoured division attached to the third army. 

Although it has been many years, I do remember the Bargate. 

Am anxious to receive photo. 

Sincerely 

Wayne Harvey (signed) 
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Letter 3 August 1973 Mr. & Mrs. Harvey to Webb 

Aug. 3/73 

Dear Sir, 

Would like you to know that we appreciate your interest in this brick which has my signature on it. All 

our relatives and friends have enjoyed reading the literature. This is a copy of the write up in my home town 

Ravenna, Nebraska where I was born, sent the letter to my mother who just had her 89th birthday and she in 

turn took it to the local paper there. Maybe someday you will be in this area, if so let us know and if we even 

get to England will look you up. 

Sincerely 

May and Wayne Harvey 
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July 19th 1973, Ravenna News 
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Correspondence from Mr Webb to US Army Records Office re Sydney Greenwald 
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Correspondence between Mr & Mrs Webb and Clifford & Marlene Moore  

 

This tranche of correspondence has been reserved to the last as it  

includes the deaths of both Norman Webb and Clifford Moore. 
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Letter 24.05.1973 Moore to Webb 

May 24,1973 

Bruce, Wisconsin 

Dear Sir, 

Received your letter from our local news editor and you will never know how happy I was to receive it. 

You should be commended for the time and effort you are putting in to this project, and for what you 

are doing to preserve it. I thank you very much. I would appreciate a picture of the Brick. I have often 

wondered if it was still there, it certainly brought back some old memories. 

Your letter will be published in our local paper, about 7,000 subscribers, I think. The public should know 

of your kindness for the time and effort to locate the names on the bricks. 

Please send the pictures and I will reimburse you somehow for your time and trouble. 

I thank you, 

C.J. Moore (signed) 

Box 202 

Bruce Wisconsin 54819 
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Sent to Mr Webb with above letter 

 

 

 

 

C. J. Moore 

16.6.73 

Posted post card acknowledging letter of 11.06.73 and 

promising more pictures soon. 
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Letter June 11, 1973 Moore to Webb 

Box 202, Bruce, Wisconsin 

June 11, 1973 

Dear Sir, 

Received your letter and the pictures today and thank you very much. My family and I really enjoyed 

looking at them. I must say that your letters and the pictures will be shown at our 799th Ordnance Army 

Reunion in August. Our Ordnance has tried to stay together and we have 3 days every summer just hashing 

over old times and just remembering our experiences together from 1942 – 1945. 

I am sending an address sheet of the men we have the addresses of and some of those I see every year. 

Several of the names are listed on this sheet and I hope it will help you. Also, do not return as I have another, 

also keep my picture. 

I will try to get whatever information I can on more recent addresses (if any) and will send them to you. 

Hope you are in the best of health as we are, and thank you again for your interest, time and effort. 

Sincerely 

C.J. Moore (signed) 

Bruce. 
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Letter 3 March 1977 Moore to Webb 

 

Bruce, Wisconsin 

March 3, 1977 

Dear Mr. Webb, 

I’m writing this letter and feeling ashamed of myself for letting so much time go by and not writing to 

you before. 

Many times we have looked at your color slides that you sent with friends & neighbors and talked of 

the places I was during World War II, and have often wished I could go back there and visit countries now, 

but I don’t suppose I will ever be able to. 

I imagine the buildings are all gone by now and are replaced by something else. I am so very glad to 

have the pictures you sent me. I had the slides made into pictures and have made up an Album of all my 

Army pictures that I have, also during the war I kept a diary of all the places I was, arrival times and departure 

days and dates and its quite interesting to look at now. I also have all your letters in my Album. 

I am wondering did you ever hear from any of the other names that you found on the bricks. 

We still have our 799th army reunions every year and each year there seems to be one less of us and 

we are getting smaller. 

Hope this letter finds you and your family in good health as we are now but we have had our share of 

health problems but all is well now. 

Our only daughter is married now and has a little boy 14 months old and he is a joy to us, and our son 

is 20 now and still with us. He likes to fish hunt and trap and enjoy the outdoors. This summer he built a log 

cabin. 

I am retired now, finally sold my trucking business that I had for thirty years, but I manage to keep 

myself busy. Mostly trying to catch up on some of the work on my home that I did not have time to do before. 

Also help my wife Marlene to run a youth camp, it’s a camp for youth groups like ‘Girl Scouts’, ‘Boy Scouts’ 

and 4-H. Also, church groups. 

I would enjoy hearing from you again so if you find time and care to, please write. 

Sincerely, 

Cliff Moore 

Box 202Bruce, Wisconsin 

 

Footnote – 4-H is a national youth and empowerment organisation. 
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Letter 7 January 1981 Moore to Webb 

January 7, 1981 

Bruce, Wisconsin U.S.A. 

Dear Mr & Mrs Webb, 

I have just been going through my photo Album of my world war 2 days and right at the beginning is 

all the letters and pictures that you were so kind to send to me. 

It has been several years since I have written to you, and I am hoping that all is well. 

We are in the best of health ever tho’ old age is creeping up on us. 

I am sorry for not writing sooner but you and your kindness have been in our thoughts quite often. 

I am retired now but I still help my wife with her job of taking care of a summer youth camp for our 

County so I’m still as busy as ever. 

We have had a real nice winter so far, very little snow and now we are getting some below zero 

weather. But we cannot complain when we hear about the problems in other parts of the world and United 

States – the earthquakes, mountains blowing up, and the disagreements in some of our Counties. 
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I’m hoping that some time there will be peace for everyone. 

Our family are all grown up now. My daughter is married and we have 2 little grandsons of 2 years and 

5 years old and we enjoy them very much. 

Jim is now 24 but still single and lives with us yet and we are glad. He works for the Forestry Department 

of our County. 

We’ll hope this letter reaches you in the best of health and would like to hear from you again. 

Very sincerely, 

Clifford and Marlene Moore 

Bruce, Wisconsin.  
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Letter 20 January 1983 from Marlene and Cliff Moore and Jim to Mrs Rhoda Webb 

Bruce, Wisconsin 

Jan 20,1983 

Dear Rhoda, 

We received your letter on Dec 24th, our whole family was saddened to hear of the loss of a good friend 

of ours that took the time to write to us and also to preserve the bricks for History of our American Soldiers. 

Cliff felt so bad along with myself and Judy and Jim. All tho’ you did not know it we spent our Christmas with 

you and your letter was read and reread quite often, our thoughts are with you. 

Now I’m going to have you crying again Rhoda but wanted you to know how we felt. They say time heals 

and I guess we all have to go thru’ the loss of a loved one. I know it’s very hard for you. 
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Cliff is having a problem of blood clots in his left leg. On the 28th he was operated on and they took out 

sixteen. So, I have him in a chair all day with his leg elevated and applying moist heat. Next Tuesday he goes 

in for another operation of vein stripping. It’s hard for him to be tied down like this as he was always active, 

always kept himself busy but that’s the way it is and we’re hoping he can get back on his feet again soon. 

There seems to be a lot on the news here lately about this Benzene. Seems like there is danger in 

everything you work with or even eat for that matter. I imagine you have heard of the poison (arsenic) in the 

Tylenol capsules over here plus poison in the food.  

I just read in this AM newspaper that some crazy person was putting mercury in the salad dressing. Also, 

it was found in oranges. These are some pretty sick people in this world. I just can’t understand people that 

get a kick out of hurting people like that. With all the drugs that everyone seems to be on, the foolish people 

are destroying their minds and it’s such a shame because there is so much to look forward to in their lifetime 

(but life is very short for people on drugs). I thank god that my 2 children are grown and I do not have any of 

that problem in my family. 

I really don’t know what the world is coming to – we are having the same problem in this country. 

Stealing and burning – you certainly did not need your property destroyed like they did & I hope the persons 

were caught and punished. 

You are lucky to have a wonderful mother to come and help you. My mother lives next door to me alone, 

she is 92 years old and still gets around good as is still able to take care of herself. I help her when she goes 

outside so she doesn’t fall on this ice we have here. 

Our winter has been different this year, usually is 40 below zero all through January but every day it is 

up in the 20 or 30 above zero which is nice but we are getting a lot of snow and freezing rain. I don’t remember 

having a winter this warm. 

Well I must get busy now and get some house cleaning done. 

I know you are quite busy but let’s please keep in touch. We would be glad to hear from you when you 

find the time. Also, Rhoda I’m sure you know that we have kept an Album of all of Norman’s letters and 

pictures he sent us. Could I please ask if you would have an Obituary card or clipping to put in our Album? 

Take care now 

Marlene & Cliff & Jim (signed) 
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Letter to Mrs Rhoda Webb from Curator, City of Southampton, Closing the Exchange of the Archive  

 

 


